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Washington, D.C.—U.S. Representative Jan Schakowsky (D-IL), a member of the House Intelligence Committee, released the following statement today after news reports that the State Department decided not to renew Blackwater’s contract in Iraq.  Earlier this week, the Iraqi government denied Blackwater’s request for a license to operate in Iraq.   The State Department’s contract with Blackwater expires in May 2009. 

“In October 2007, I wrote the former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice urging her to terminate Blackwater’s contract after its employees killed 17 innocent Iraqi civilians in Baghdad’s Nisoor Square a month earlier.  Instead of terminating Blackwater’s contract, the State Department renewed Blackwater’s contract in April 2008.  At that time, I went down to the House floor and said that the State Department was so ‘dependent on private security contractors that it is willing to turn a blind eye to gross misconduct.’  

Under the leadership of Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, we finally have a State Department that will no longer ignore the gross misconduct of contracting companies, like Blackwater.  The State Department’s decision not to renew Blackwater’s contract in Iraq shows a dramatic departure from the previous administration.  Instead of overriding the Iraqi government’s decision to deny Blackwater a license to operate, the Obama Administration respected the sovereignty of the Iraqi government and did not renew Blackwater’s contract.  

While the State Department’s decision will remove Blackwater from Iraq, it does nothing to stop other contracting companies from operating outside the law.  Shortly, I will reintroduce my Stop Outsourcing Security Act to phase out the use of ALL private security contractors in Iraq and Afghanistan.”
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